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Dr. Charles Bennett Named Associate Director, MCHSPR

Charles Bennett MD PhD was
recently named Associate Director of the
Midwest Center for Health Services and
Policy Research. Dr. Bennett is a former
HSR&D Career Development Awardee and
has been a member of the MCHSPR COE
since 1994 when he transferred from the
Durham VA HSR&D Field Program to
assume the position of Director of Health
Services at the Chicago VA Healthcare
System/Lakeside Divisions.  In his new role,
Dr. Bennett will help to facilitate coordination
between the programs at VA, and Northwest-
ern University.

Dr. Bennett is a tenured professor of
medicine at Northwestern University and a
hematologist/oncologist. His research interests
primarily focus in four areas: (1) quality of
inpatient pneumonia care; (2) patterns of care,

quality of care, and outcomes for cancer pre-
vention, screening, diagnosis, and treatment of
low literacy individuals; (3) identification of rare,
but potentially fatal adverse drug reactions and
(4) conflicts of interest in the pharmaceutical-
academic interface.  Some of the ongoing NIH,
VA, and American Cancer Society funded
projects he is currently serving as principal
investigator are: “Low Literacy Intervention
for Colorectal Cancer Screening”, “Inter-
vention for Colorectal Cancer Screening”,
“Chronic Prostatitis Collaborative Re-
search”, “Great Lakes Regional Center for
AIDS Research,” and Patterns of Care of
Low Literacy Prostate Cancer Patients.

He sits on the editorial/advisory boards
of four journals:  Journal of the Acquired
Immunodeficiency Syndrome, Year Book in
Urology, Evidence Based Oncology, and
Oncology.

Dr. Bennett has been on staff at the VA
Lakeside Medical Center as a Senior Research
Associate, and a tenured Professor of Medicine
at Northwestern University Medical School in
Chicago since 2001. His previous appointments
were at: the Durham VA Medical Center; Duke
University School of Medicine; West Los
Angeles VA Medical Center; and the RAND
Corporation. He received his M.D. in 1981
from the University of Pennsylvania and his
Ph.D. in Public Policy at the RAND Graduate
School in Santa Monica, California in 1989.  He
is Board Certified in Internal Medicine with a
subspecialty in Medical Oncology.  His
postdoctoral training included a Fellowship in
Hematology/ Oncology at the University of
Chicago (1984-87) and a health services
research fellowship from the former National
Center for Health Services Research (1987-
1989).

Dr. Bennett
will help to
facilitate
coordination be-
tween the programs
at VA, and
Northwestern
University.
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Parkinson’s Disease (PD) is estimated to affect approximately 750,000 to 1 million people in the
U.S. with around 60,000 cases diagnosed each year.   PD is characterized by rigidity, tremor and slowness
of movements.  Although these symptoms can be treated quite effectively through the use of medicines such
as levo-dopa, over time these medications result in inadequate relief of symptoms and development of side
effects to the medication that may be as disabling as the disease itself.   Promising surgical treatments have
be developed to address PD symptoms and medication side effects.  The surgical intervention receiving the
most attention of late is that of deep brain stimulation (DBS).  The most promising sites of DBS in the brain
include the subthalamic nucleus and the globus pallidum.  Neither of these surgical interventions has been
tested systematically in a large controlled trial, nor have these interventions been compared directly to best
medical management of PD.  The VA Cooperative Studies Program and the National Institute of Neurologic
Diseases and Stroke (NINDS) of the National Institutes of Health are jointly funding a 5.5 year, multi-site,
multimillion dollar trial to study best management of PD, refractory to traditional medical management. Drs.
Kenneth Follett (neurosurgeon); Frances Weaver (health services researcher), and Matthew Stern (neu-
rologist) are the co-principal investigators of this landmark study entitled  “A comparison of best medical
therapy and deep brain stimulation of subthalamic nucleus and globus pallidus for the treatment of
Parkinson’s Disease”.  This study will involve 6 VA facilities, the newly funded Parkinson’s Disease Re-
search, Education and Clinical Centers (PADRECCs); and their university affiliated medical centers.  A total
of 316 patients will be recruited.  Sites include Philadelphia, Richmond, Houston, Los Angeles, San Fran-
cisco and Portland.  Subjects will be randomized to receive immediate DBS surgery to best medical therapy
followed 6 months later with DBS surgery.  Within surgery, subjects will be randomized to site of surgery,
either the subthalamic nucleus or globus pallidum.  Subjects will be followed for two years after surgery,
assessing functional status, quality of life, satisfaction with care, and utilization outcomes.  Complications and
adverse outcomes will also be monitored.   This study will help to inform the field regarding best treatment of
Parkinson’s Disease.

International Conference on Objective Measurement: Focus on Health Care

The International  Conference on Objective Measurement (ICOM): Focus on Health Care was
proposed in order to share and build on the base of knowledge and expertise known as Rasch measurement
and IRT. The conference theme was,  “Objective Health Care Measurement: From Theory to Application.”
ICOM was held at the University of Illinois at Chicago on October 19 & 20, 2001.  It was funded by the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), the VA Health Services Research and Development
Program and the National Cancer Institute.  Ken Conrad and Everett Smith were the Co-PI’s.

There were over 100 presentations by leaders in the field of health care measurement.  Papers
highlighted the critical debates in objective measurement.  Measurement technology was presented that
significantly reduces respondent burden while increasing measurement precision. Advantages of objective
measurement  such as determining rater influences, assessing differential item functioning across countries
and ethnic groups, and monitoring healthcare status in clear graphics were presented. Papers highlighted
ongoing applications of objective measurement in areas such as the measurement of physician work intensity,
outpatient rehabilitation, and global measures of health care.  Finally, leaders in the area of health care policy
explored how these advances in measurement will potentially change health care delivery, research and
policy.  See www.rasch.org/icom_2001 for a complete description including the program and speakers.
See www.rasch.org/photos.htm for some photographs from the ICOM.

Research News...

New Study Recently Approved Cooperative Trial to Study Treatment of Parkinson’s Disease
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New Members of Senior Staff and Their Research

Todd A. Lee, Pharm.D., Ph.D. joined the Midwest Center for Health Services
and Policy Research in September of 2001 as a Pharmaceutical Outcomes Research
Scientist.  Dr. Lee received his Ph.D. in 2001 from the Pharmaceutical Outcomes Research
and Policy Program at University of Washington in Seattle, Washington.  He had previously
earned his Pharm.D. in 1997 from Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa.  Prior to joining
MCSHPR, Dr. Lee was a managed care fellow with Regence Blue Shield and Premera
Blue Cross in Washington state.  He has also worked as a home care pharmacist and as a
research scientist.

Dr. Lee’s research focus is on patient outcomes as they relate to the use of pharma-
ceuticals, with a particular emphasis on the economic evaluation of pharmaceuticals.  Other
research interests include the use of economic information in decision-making, evaluation of
quality of life, and cost-effectiveness analyses alongside clinical trials.  Most of his previous
work has been in the clinical areas of respiratory disorders, mental health and infectious
disease.

Currently, Dr. Lee is working with Kevin Weiss, MD on a project describing the
economic and clinical burden of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease in the Hines VA
Hospital.  Dr Lee is also working on a study to investigate the impact of utilities derived
from a health status survey on cost-effectiveness ratios and the resulting effects on decision-
making.

In addition to his position at Hines, Dr. Lee also holds academic appointments with
the University of Illinois at Chicago in the College of Pharmacy and the Center for
Healthcare Studies at Northwestern University.

Jeanine Connolly, M.D. joined the faculty at MCHSPR and Loyola University
Medical Center in September of 2001.  She is an Assistant Professor of Medicine at Loyola
Stritch School of Medicine and with Research Service at Hines.   Dr. Connolly received her
M.D. from the University of South Florida, School of Medicine in Tampa, Florida in 1995.
After completing her internal medicine residency at Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Medical
Center in Chicago, she received specialty training in a three-year rheumatology fellowship
and a master of health sciences program at Duke University Medical Center.

Dr. Connolly’s previous interests have included clinically oriented projects directed at
quantifying and qualifying presentations of chronic disease.   This includes identifying
variables that impact short and long-term clinical outcomes.  Her most recent project was a
descriptive study of pain presentations in osteoarthritis patients, including an assessment of
risk factors for progression versus improvement of pain and function.  She is currently
planning a collaboration at MCHSPR that will focus on further defining morbidity risk
factors and gender differences in hip fracture patients using existing databases.  She looks
forward to further developing a clinical approach to health services research questions.
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Dr. Vincent Freeman to Host Career Development Meeting

It is with great pleasure we announce that Dr.
Vincent Freeman is coordinating the Career
Development Meeting on February 13, 2002. Dr.
Freeman is a general internist and clinical
epidemiologist whose research focuses on the clinical
epidemiology of prostate cancer, with an emphasis on
environmental and genetic determinants of prognosis.
Dr. Freeman completed his undergraduate studies in
biology and medical training at the University of
Chicago (AB, Cum Laude ‘83, MD ‘87),
postgraduate medical training in internal medicine at
Northwestern University (GME ‘90), and graduate
studies in epidemiology and biostatistics in the School
of Public Health at the University of Illinois (MPH
’94). He has served as a staff physician with the
Chicago VA Healthcare System since 1990 and is
currently a senior research associate in the HSR&D
Center of Excellence at Edward Hines, Jr. VA
Hospital in Hines, Illinois.

Dr. Freeman received a Research Career
Development Award in HSR&D in 1998 with the aim of increasing his proficiency in the
epidemiological investigation of prostate cancer outcomes. During that period, he was Principal
Investigator for projects that examined nutritional and genetic risk factors for prostate cancer
progression and the prognostic significance of comorbidity at time of diagnosis in early and
advanced disease and in black and white men (Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, MMFDP
#033363). He also received a New Investigator award from the Department of Defense to
develop the infrastructure to conduct comparative studies of study prostate cancer disease
determinants in West Africans, Jamaicans and US Blacks (DAMD1700-1-0029). This research
has resulted in estimates of the main effects of exposures to various fatty acids and variants of
genes involved in androgen metabolism on risk of progression among men with localized prostate
cancer, identified comorbid predictors of mortality within 10 years following diagnosis, and
established a highly characterized cohort of men with localized prostate cancer of future outcomes
studies.

With the support of an Advanced Research Career Development Award, Dr. Freeman will
extend his research to the study of gene-nutrient interactions affecting risk of locally advanced
prostate cancer at the time of surgery and how this information can facilitate diagnostic and
therapeutic decisions. Secondary objects of his research training program include learning how to
use national VA databases to generate hypotheses regarding determinants of prostate cancer
prognosis and to link this capacity to the ability test inferences about the patient-level
characteristics responsible through secondary and primary data collection.

Dr. Freeman devotes approximately 25% of his time to patient care and clinical teaching.
He is also a Robert Wood Johnson Minority Medical Faculty Development Program fellow.

Dr. Freeman is a
general internist and
clinical epidemiologist
whose research focuses
on the clinical
epidemiology of
prostate cancer, with an
emphasis on
environmental and
genetic determinants of
prognosis.
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Dr. Jorge Parada Awarded Career Development

Jorge Parada, M.D., M.P.H. joined MCHSPR in 1999 as a Research Scientist. He is an
Associate Professor of Medicine at Loyola University Stritch School of Medicine as well, where he is a
member of the Division of Infectious Diseases. At Loyola he has served as the Medical Director of both
the Infection Control Program and the Home Parental (I.V.) Therapy Program. Beginning January 2002,
Dr. Parada will enjoy increasing his research endeavors at Hines VA as a VA Career Development
Awardee.

Dr. Parada completed his undergraduate studies in Social Sciences at the State University of New
York (SUNY) at Stony Brook in 1981, and his medical training at the Classical University of Lisbon
Medical School in 1987. He completed a General Medical-Surgical Residency at the New University of
Lisbon Civil Hospitals in 1989, while simultaneously completing training in Clinical Tropical Medicine at the
Institute for Tropical Medicine and Hygiene in Lisbon. After one year in Angola as a generalist and tropical
medicine specialist, Dr. Parada returned to America for training, with the goal of pursuing a career in
infectious diseases related research.

Dr. Parada completed his internship and residency in internal medicine at the SUNY Stony Brook
in 1994, where he was also chief medical resident until 1995. He completed his infectious diseases
fellowship training at Boston University, while at the same time earning a Masters of Public Health at the
Harvard University School of Public Health in 1997. Dr. Parada continued his training completing a health
services research fellowship in Chicago at Cook County Hospital and the Rush Center for Health Services
Research.

Dr. Parada has had a long association with VA hospitals and medical centers. His first research
experience was as an undergraduate student at Northport VA Medical Center in New York. His in
internship, residency and chief residency training in was split between the University Hospital at Stony
Brook and Northport VA. His specialty training in infectious diseases in Boston included regular rotations
at  Boston-Jamaica Plain VA Medical Center.

Dr. Parada’s focus of research is clinical effectiveness, outcomes, and resource utilization in
infectious diseases. Health services research projects he is currently conducting include a multicentered
study examining HIV-related pneumonias (such as community acquired pneumonia, tuberculosis and PCP).
These studies seek to identify important process of care variables’ impact on outcomes (e.g., relationship
between insurance status, hospital type, geographic region, race, socioeconomic factors, etc., and
outcomes such as length of stay, mortality). This work is done in close collaboration and under the
mentorship of Charles Bennett, M.D., Ph.D. Dr. Parada also collaborates with Frances Weaver, Ph.D. in
work that examines antibiotic use and outcomes in patients with urinary track infections and spinal cord
injury. He is interested in preventing infectious diseases in vulnerable populations as well, and looks
forward to greater involvement in studies examining the promotion of immunization in this population.
Finally, Dr. Parada is also interested in the use patient-based questionnaire/scales as an outcome measure
(such as the use of the SF-36 as a functional status measure of patients’ clinical status, response to therapy,
or progression of illness), and as a case-mix/severity measure in multicentered studies, and for interhospital
rating (“report cards”).  Dr. Parada’s clinical mentor is David Hecht, M.D., Professor of Medicine and
Chief of Infectious Diseases at Loyola University Medical Center.
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New Project Staff at MCHSPR

Kenneth Campbell is the Project Coordinator for two major prostate cancer studies;
“Nutritional and Pathologic Features of Prostate Cancer” and “Prostate Cancer in
Nigerians, Jamaicans, and U.S. Blacks” (Freeman, PI) at Loyola University Medical Center
in the Department of Medicine. He served four years in the United States Marine Corps and
later went on to receive a dual Bachelors degree from the University of South Carolina in
Biology with concentrations in chemistry and Experimental Psychology with concentrations in
African American History. During his undergraduate work, he received the Ronald McNair
Scholarship (1995) in which he investigated the enzymatic effects of Carbonic Anhydrase (CA)
on calcitic spicules in octocorals, Leptogorgia virgulata. Later he received the Howard
Hughes Scholarship (1996 –1997) as he investigated the targets of transcriptional activation by
gain of function mutants of P53. During this time, he also was a biological analyst for the Institute
for Environmental Technology Assessment for Department of Energy at Savannah Riversite in
Georgia. He interacted, wrote, and evaluated phytoremediation technology for the removal of
radionuclides contaminants 137CS(Radiocesium) and 90 Sr (Radiostrontium). In 1998 at the
W.J.B. Dorn VAMC in Columbia, S.C., he was a Clinical Research Coordinator, responsible
for screening and enrolling patients in Congestive Heart Failure (CHF) studies for Pfizer
pharmaceuticals (PRAISE-2.Prospective Randomized Amlodipine Survival Evaluation-2.A
randomized, double-blind, dose titration, parallel group, placebo-controlled study to evaluate
the effects of amlodipine on survival in patients with CHF.) and SCH-Heft (Sudden Death
Cardiac Death in Heart Failure: Trial of prophylactic amiodrone or implantable defibrillator
therapy versus placebo). Currently he is completing his dual Masters in Public Health (M.P.H.)
and Business Administration (MBA) along with three certifications in Health Care
Administration, Long Term Care and Managed Care at Benedictine University.

Lorraine Donner began this past August as a Research Associate with the
Homelessness Prevention/Representative Payee research study (Conrad, PI) that is examining
psychiatric care coordinated with representative payee money management.  Her academic
background includes nursing degrees from Ohio State University (BSN) and Yale University
(MSN).  She currently is pursuing a doctoral degree in Human Development at the University of
Chicago.  In the Homelessness Prevention project she is gathering data on the process that
occurs as the representative payee engages subjects in money management and coordinates this
money management with the subject’s clinical care.  She will be conducting focus groups with
various participant groups, compiling case studies and documenting the coordinated money
management process.

Kati Gallagher recently graduated from the University of Notre Dame this past May
after majoring in Anthropology and PreProfessional Studies. This is her first experience working
in research, and she is enjoying her job as a research assistant for the Prostate Cancer Studies
(Freeman, PI). She has always loved being in a medical environment and will be attending
medical school in the fall of 2002 at Stritch School of Medicine at Loyola Medical Center in
Maywood, Illinois.
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New Project Staff at MCHSPR

Christopher S. Lyttle joined MCHSPR in 2001.  For the last year, he has been working
on the first half of a large evaluation of the effect of an asthma education intervention targeted at
physicians in practices in Massachusetts and Michigan on their asthmatic patients (Weiss, PI). In
December, he began another large evaluation project, which will look at the impact of an organiza-
tional intervention into practices in the Chicago area on chronically ill patients. He is involved in an
ongoing, annual population survey of the Chicago area on asthma knowledge, beliefs, and experi-
ences. He has also been working on a project to estimate the total cost of asthma at the national
and local levels.  At the VA, he had been involved in an evaluation of a community-based, assisted
living program (Guihan, PI). Chris been involved in health services research for almost twenty
years.  He completed his undergraduate studies at the University of New Hampshire. He com-
pleted his masters degree at the University of Chicago in social and organizational psychology,
with an emphasis on research methodology. For many years, he worked at the Center for Health
Administration Studies at the University of Chicago. In 1996 he joined the Center for Health
Services Research at the Rush Primary Care Institute, and became involved with geographic
information systems (GIS) and the computer assisted telephone interview (CATI) process. At
Northwestern, the call center has been a major focus.

Terri Rosales joined MCHSPR in August as a Data Analyst and Project Coordinator for
the Evaluation of Three Pilot Programs of All-Inclusive Long Term Care (AIC) project
(Weaver, PI).  The purpose of the AIC study is to assess the comparative effectiveness of three
models of All-Inclusive Care delivery in reducing the use of hospital and nursing home care by frail
elderly veterans.  Terri is responsible for the extraction, aggregation, and formatting of service
utilization data from several VA and non-VA sources to create a unified data set for cost analysis
and evaluation.  She holds an M.A. in Sociology from the University of Delaware and is currently
working on a dissertation to complete her Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of Michigan in
Ann Arbor.

               Chris Schneiderman is a Health Science Specialist in MCHSPR. He currently coordi-
nates the research project, Cost and Effectiveness of End Stage Renal Disease Care (Hynes,
Stroupe, PIs).  Chris also works with VIReC, as a research assistant.  Chris’s background and
interests began with his degree in psychology and his work with adolescent neuropsychological
disorders.  He has recently expanded his educational focus, and is enrolled with the MPH Pro-
gram at University of Illinois at Chicago, focusing on Epidemiology.

Mark Thomas is a new Social Science Analyst/Project Manager in MCHSPR.  Cur-
rently, he is working with Marylou Guihan on the Evaluation of the Assisted Living Pilot
Project.  Mandated by the Veterans Millennium Healthcare and Benefits Act  (1999), the study
will examine customer satisfaction as well as costs and service utilization in four states in the
northwestern part of the country over a three-year period.  In addition, Mark is a doctoral candi-
date at the Jane Addams College of Social Work at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC).
Before coming over to VA, he served as Project Manager for the Domestic Violence Program
Evaluation Project at UIC.  Prior to returning to graduate school to begin his doctoral studies, he
was a social worker practicing in the addictions and crisis intervention fields.  His other research
interests include health care quality indicators, substance abuse, domestic violence, and measure-
ment issues.
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Recent Publications

Conrad KJ, Yagelka JR, Matters MD, Rich AR, Williams V, Buchanan M. Reliability and Validity
of a Modified Colorado Symptom Index in a National Homeless Sample. Mental Health Services
Research.  2001;3:141-153.

Weaver FM, Hynes DM, Goldberg JM, Khuir S, Daley J, Henderson W. Hysterectomy in
Veterans Affairs Medical Centers. Obstetrics and Gynecology. 2001;97:880-4.

Weaver FM, Guihan M, Pape T, Legro M, LaVela S, Collins E, Langbein WE, Goldstein B.
Creating a Research Agenda in SCI Based on Provider and Consumer Input. SCI Psychosocial
Process. 2001;14:77-88.

Selected Annual Meeting Presentations

Oral Presentations- Plenary session
Hynes D. Potential Cost Savings for Erythro-
poietin for ESRD: Translating Results from a VA
RCT to Medicare.

Concurrent Oral Sessions
Joseph G.  Merging three distinct VHA Data-
bases (NPCD, PBM and VISTA-LAB): Using
clinical data for research

Weaver F.  Increasing Influenza Vaccinations in
the VA SCI&D Population

Stroupe K. Pre-planning for Initiation of
Dialysis at VA Medical Centers: Implications for
Quality of Care

Poster Session
Bennett C. Treatment Decision Intervention for
Veterans with Prostate Cancer

Poster Session (continued)
Best W. Preop Risks and Postop Adverse
Events from Administrative Data Bases

Guihan M. Providers' Perceptions About
Clinical Practice Guideline Implementation

Workshops

Hynes D. Using National VA Databases for
Health Services Research

Special Interest Group Breakfast Sessions

Bennett C. Managing Co-Funded Grants

Hynes D. Learn about the VA Information
Resource Center

Weiss K. & Lee T. Developing
Pharmacoeconomic Research


